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APE Town has been a jazz-lov-

ing city since the mid-

20th century, when American

jazz standards hlasted on

radios and turntables through-
out District Six. However, the city’s own
brand of the genre, Cape jazz, has roots in
past centuries - to the Khoekhoe and
their goema drums. 1t has been influ-
enced by south-migrating Africans, Euro-
pean settlers, and slaves from places such
as western India and the Indonesian
islands.

The Cape Town International Jazz Fes-
tival, which has a line-up featuring a mixture
of jazz and jazz-influenced artists, local and
international, has tapped into the tradition
since 2000, It brings an andience of over
37 000 to the Cape Town International
Convention Centre, making it one of the
biggest music festivals in Afvica. This vear's
event will feature the likes of Al Jarrean,
Basia, Amel Larrieux, Hugh Masekela, the
Mahatella Queens, the Gavin Minter Septet
and Prophets of da Citw.

Touday, Greenmarket Square comes alive
with guitars, bass, drums and kevboards as
the organisers of the festival stage their
annual free community coneert, in associ-
ation with the City of Cape Town and the
Central City Improvement District. Much
more than a curtain raisern, it features some
of the jazz festival's top performers, inelud-
ing Sipho “Hotstix” Mabuse, Beatenberg
and Courtney Pine, and is an opportunity to
party with jazz lovers on the street,

Here are the CCLDYs musical recommen-
dations for a jazey week:

For the record

® If vou're looking for
nostalgia - and great
tunes - vour first port of
call should be the
African Music Store on
Long Street. Here vou'll
find the work of Cape
jazz greats such
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EMJOYING THE MUSIC: The free community concert is a permanent feature of
the Cape Town International Jazz Festival.
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as Abdullah Ihrahim, as well as self-pro-
duced albums by unknown artists.

“If vou make it, Ull try to sell it,” says
owner Mark Charnas. This is fantastic
news for independent musicians as well
as music lovers are after something new
and fresh. Call 021 426 0857

® Augmenting the African Music
Store’s offering is newecomer The Eye; a
cottee shop, art gallery and music store at
444 Bloem Street that sells cassette tapes
{pencils not included) and vinyl records.
Surrounded by vintage cameras and gui-
tars, vou'll find the obligatory '80s throw-
aways, Call 083 494 4514

Live and loud

& Cape Town's premier jazz venue is
arguably The Crypt. Founded by
renowned South African jazz artists and
aficionados Derk Blaisse, Mike Rossi,
Wesley Rustin, Spencer Mbada and
Diane Rossi, this is a meeting place for
cats of all creeds. The venue, at 1 Wale
Street, seats 80, Jazz musicians perform
Tuesdays to Saturdavs, Call 079 G835 40658
or visit wwwthecryvptjazz.com.

® For African farve, vou could try
another Long Steeet institution, Mama
Africa. Its famed wild game mixed grill is
the way to go as vou listen toa marimba
band. Call 021 424 8634 or visit
www.mamaafricarestanrant.co.za,

® Another favourite in Long Street is
The Waiting Room, where bands play live
on Mondayvs, Tuesdays and Thursdays. A
highlight this week is Natural Selection
tomorrow featuring Alister Johnson and
Gavin Bonner, Call 021 422 4536 or
visit waaw facebook.com,/Waitin-
gRoomCT,

® [vou are out on the streets, the
city'’s Busking Pilot Project is on until

March 31,

Taking matters into your
own hands

@ Stocking evervthing, see marshall-
IMUSIC.C0, 28,
® 1o book some lessons with a
performing musician at the Jazz
Workshop at 214A
Buitengracht, call
021 424 4956,
® Andif
o vou'reno
oo,
maybe it’s
best to
T just
e dance.
Jazzart

porary and Afro-
fusion classes, and the
Latin experts at Que Pasa
give lessons in sexy styles
including Cuban, swing, salsa
and tango.

021 410 9848,

WAL Ue Pasa.co. 2.

offers contem-

Jazzart: Artscape Theatre
Centre, DF Malan St. Call

Cue Pasa: Artscape Theatre
Centre, DF Malan Street. Call
074 195 0918 or visit

STAGING A GOOD TIME: Artists perform on Greenmarket Square during last year's free concert.
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Capetonians love
all that jazz

Free concert on Greenmarket Square today
is designed to be enjoyed by everybody

READY, STEADY, GO: Top hip hop act DJ Ready D of Prophets of da City
will be performing at the festival this weekend.

A mixed bag of happening events

@ Today: Real Wired Music Wednes-  on stage at the Cape Town Interna-
days @ Weinhaus & Biergarten, 110 tional Jazz Festival this weekend,
Bree Street - featuring Woodstock presents All Elements Jam at Club
Mafia, 7pm to 9pm, no cover charge, Fever in Lansdowne on Sunday from
@ Saturday: Rockabilly Saturday 2pm to 6pm.
Blues @ Weinhaus & Biergarten - While the hip hop group will
featuring Basson Loubscher, 6pm to be the final performance of the
8pm, no cover charge. afternoon, other loeal artists inelude
@ Saturday: UCT Big Band and Youngsta, Hemelbesem, Drieman-
Friends @ V&A Amphitheatre, skap, Burni Aman, Ill Skillz and EJ
6.30pm, no cover . von Lyrik.
@ Prophets of da City, who will be Free workshops from 2pm to 4pm.

World-class acts

A SPECTACULAR line-up awaits those
who attend the South African Association
for Jazz Education’s 4th Jazz Festival in
Cape Town, starting on Sunday. The bien-
nial event will be held at the SA College of
Music at UCT and Jazz at the Nassau in
Cape Town until Tuesday:

Ineluded in the three-day line-up are a
diverse group of world-class jazz artists,
edueators and jazz bands, with collabora-
tive performances at The Crypt tomorrow
night and the Straight No Chaser Club,
also tomorrow and next Wednesday.

Evening Concerts:

® Sunday: Jazz at the Nassau Coneert
at 7.30pm - the Emilio Marinelli Trio and
In With A Shout.

@ Monday: Chisholm Recital Room,
SA College of Music at UCT, 8.15pm -
JAfrozz, International Trio, Saxophone
Summit, UCT Big Band.

@ Tuesday: Chisholm Recital Room,
SA College of Music at UCT, 8.15pm -
Emilio Marinelli, Brubeck/Rossi Duo,
UCT Jazz Voices

The two-day Jazz Workshops Pro-
gramme on Monday and Tuesday is for
jazz students, pupils, teachers, profes-
sionals and anvone interested to learn
and develop jazz music skills and knowl-
edge. For a full schedule of the associa-
tion’s events, ticket prices and contact
details, see www.saje.org.za.



